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pcwei. Endless revenues were their charge. Tem-
ples were solid structures and were later called
ziggurat. The Sumerian and Babylonian gods got
so mixed up that it has b ecome difficult today to dis-
tinguish the former from the latter.
Usually Enki (the earth god), Enzu (the moon-
god), Enlil (the supreme god), Utu (the sun-god),
Ana,, (the sky-^god), Inanna (mother-goddess) are
supposed to be Sumerian deities. Enlil was the god
who had brought about the great Flood, Enki
had calmed him down, and Inanna had shamed
him for his lust of destruction. It is generally supposed
that gods and goddesses without consorts are Sumerian
in origin and attempts have been made to separate
the Sumerian and the Babylonian gods. Some, for
example, suggest that gods Ea, Sin or Nannar, Ningirsu,
and such others were pre-Sumerian. The Semitic
Bel (or Baal) perhaps emerged from Sumerian Enlil,
as did Shamash from Utu. Marduk, the supreme
Semitic god of Babylon, was certainly Sumerian ^in
origin, unlike Ramman or Adad, the thunder-god,
who was Semitic. Among the Semitic goddesses were
Belit, the consort of Bel, Sarpanitum of Marduk, Laz of
Nergal. Anunitum is perhaps of Semitic origin and
Ishtar of Syrian or Ganaanite. She was served by
eunuch-priests.
Thus we find that the religion of both the Sumerians
and the Semites was pantheistic and that throughout
that region and beyond, indeed from the Indus to the
Mediterranean and from the Baltic Sea to the Nile,
idolatry was the norm, and animal sacrifices the order.
Only the Aryans were greatly non-idolatrous but
pantheistic all the same. One is struck with the coirfr-
mon affinities among the functions of the gods and
among the numerous legends. We have already allu-
ded to the great legends of the Deluge and Gilganiesh.
One of the most fascinating is the legend of Etana and
the Eagle. The Eagle carried Etana to the